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The Problem of the Nervous Child. By ELIDA EVANS. (New York: Dodd

Mead & Co., 1920.)

The authoress of this book is profoundly under the influence of Dr. Jung

of Zurich, and she brings to her grasp of childhood problems the interpre-
tative subtlety of the Zurich School.

The reader’s attitude towards the book will largely depend on the extent

to which he accepts the doctrines of this school.
In the review of this book by a lay author it is hardly possible to discuss

many fundamental problems, with regard to which the author feels no

doubts, but which are far from being finally disposed of. The mixture of

fact and audacious hypothesis is bound to be somewhat puzzling to the lay
reader, to the teacher, and the parent; the naively optimistic reference to

“a plain and simple curative procedure which any parent can follow” in deal-
ing with the nervous and incorrigible child, is apt to lead to a later disillusion-
ment. The case histories given in the book are not always convincing, and
Chapter X, devoted to so-called “muscle-erotism,” is full of interpretations

which it would be difficult to establish. It is to be regretted that the

authoress, inspired by the teaching of Jung, has not presented the actual
facts of her experience in common-sense language; her book would then

have been an encouragement to parents and teachers to study children in a

sound objective way, and not to dispose of many problems according to

old-fashioned conventional rules. As it is, the book will probably be found
stimulating to all who have to deal with children. It may challenge criticism,

but so long as that criticism leads to clear thinking and to the accumulation
of carefully sifted facts it will not be without use.

C.

The Soul in Suffering. A Practical Application of Spiritual Truths. By

ROBERT S. CARROLL, M. D., Medical Director, Highland Hospital, Ashe-
ville, North Carolina, author of The Mastery of Nervousness. Price
$2. (New York: The Macmillan Company, 5959.)

This book “essays to bring a step closer the practical benefits of the

accuracies of medical science and the highest aspirations of our religion.

It stands for medical ideals reaching out to Christian ideals, that one of
the greatest problems of human existence-the problem of suffering,
which through the ages has been so pitiably solved by the many-may be

a bit more worthily met by all helpers of mankind.” It is divided into
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sections upon The Unseen, Man’s Possibilities, Man Suffering, Man Striv-
ing, Man Attaining, and Man Victorious. The book is written in a force-

ful way and will undoubtedly be especially helpful to those nervous in-
valids who have strong religious feelings.

W. R. D.

Broken Homes. A Study of Family Desertion and Its Social Treatment.

By JOANNA C. Coi.coiw, Superintendent of the Charity Organizatoin

Society of the City of New York. Social Work Series. (New York:

Russell Sage Foundation, 1919.)

This study of the deserting husband shows careful research. The re-

sult is a valuable contribution to our knowledge of how to handle the
deserting husband and the consequences of his desertion. Many recom-
mendations of improvements in laws relative to this condition are excellent
and should be enacted in every state. It is unfortunate that in so many

states the deserted wife is treated with scant justice. While written
primarily for the social worker, certainly every psychiatrist will be repaid

by its perusal by a knowledge of the conditions which affect some of his
patients, if only of the causes of the desertion.

W. R. D.

Psychology of Dreams. By WM. S. WALSH, M. D. (New York: Dodd,

Meade & Co., 1920.)

As stated in the preface of this book, it was written with the interest

of the general reader particularly in mind; hence a semi-popular style
and manner of treatment have been adopted. The volume presents a mis-
cellaneous accumulation of facts and theory on the general subject of

dreams, without, it seems to the reviewer, establishing such order and
unity as to make it of great interest to the reader, whether lay or pro-

fessional, who is seeking constructive and definite information. The author
borrows widely from literature on the subject, as well as advances obser-

vations and opinions of his own. He gives careful reference to all authors

quoted and the book is not without value from the bibliographical stand-

point.
Physical causes for many of the common dreams are given favorable

consideration, while in dealing with the psychogenic field the trivial and
casual factors are emphasized in contrast with the more indirect and com-
plex. Dr. Walsh is not friendly to Freudianism and states his opinion
frequently in no uncertain terms. In commenting on one phase or another
of psychoanalysis, he resembles the Irishman at the fair who, whenever
he saw a head, lost no time in hitting it. Notwithstanding this surface

antagonism there is a thread of Freudian interpretation running from cover

to cover which to the reviewer (perhaps a prejudiced observer) offers

whatever real value the book contains.
Sex matters are handled gingerly. The work will never be barred from

library shelves by the most rigid censor. The reproductive instinct, as a




